Staten Island's Alor Cafe adds nightlife to the menu

by Jodi Lee Reifer 
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STATEN ISLAND, N.Y. -- Long after sunset, the pastry counter at Alor Cafe goes dark, too.

On a Saturday night, a twentysomething fox in stilettos and her gal pals spread out on the orange leather couch and share a bottle of Grey Goose. DJ Mergen Maya, a veteran of the world dance club scene, keeps the beat.

On a Thursday night, the borough's jazz act Queen Tipsy holds court, while fiftysomething couples catch up over Spanish red wine and light dinner. 

Daytime reveals another side of the European-style eatery: Lunch-breakers munch on salad over African nectar and chocolate teas. Sunlight streams into the floor-to-ceiling windows while a college student camps out with a laptop, taking advantage of the space's WiFi.

They're all part of the emerging story of Alor Cafe.
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A Sour Apple Martini at Alor. 

Alor Cafe, a European-style cafe, added nightlife to its menu in November.
2110 Richmond Rd., Dongan Hills, 718-351-1101, alorcafe.com
Coming up: 
Jan. 15, 8 p.m. Kris Kaiser Trio, a jazz band; 

Jan. 22, 8 p.m., Jason Wexler/Don Hahn Group, a jazz trio; 

Jan. 23, 8 p.m. Raquel D. Beneditto, Brazilian Bosa Nova music; 

Jan. 28, 9 p.m., Win a snowboard night. Drink a Corona or a Corona Light and enter a raffle to win a Warren Miller Burton snowboard. 

Jan. 30, 8 p.m., Realtor Appreciation Night. Resident DJ Mergen Maya spins world music. 

Jan. 31, 10 p.m., Music producers nights. Producers will showcase artist seeking labels. Labels will scout for talent. 

Feb. 6, 10:30 p.m., Kosmic Blues, a tribute band to Janis Joplin. 

Feb. 14, 8 p.m., Valentine's Dinner, "Cupid's Piano Bar." An pianist takes requests. 

Feb. 21, 8 p.m. Take 5 cover band, performing hits from across the radio dial.

"It's very modern," says Diana Creutz of Annadale, a College of Staten Island sophomore, sporting a LBD for the model contest. She describes Alor as a refreshing addition to the S.I. nightlife scene. "It's just a relaxed mood. I feel not like I'm at home, but at a best friend's house. It's someplace you want to take a boyfriend to or a boyfriend to take you too."

She's still deciding whether she and her beau will attend another Alor theme night: Cupid's Piano Bar on Feb. 14, when a pianist will take requests.

Among the rotating jazz musicians on non-theme nights are Kris Kaiser & Friends, the MV Trio, and Queen Tipsy.

It's those jazz sessions that have felt like a gift to Peter Lopez, 59, of New Dorp. Before Alor and the Cellar, another venue relatively new to the Staten Island jazz scene, Lopez, and his wife, Elizabeth, might only haunt jazz clubs in the West Village of Manhattan.

"But since more restaurants and clubs are opening here, we try to support them," says Lopez, a track inspector for the MTA. "Good music is good music."

